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CD/PV.1361 


The President: | call to order the 1361st plenary meeting of the Conference on 
Disarmament. Welcome to all: I hope that you have had a good summer. I am pleased to 
welcome you back to the third part of the 2015 session of the Conference. You will have 
noted that the following two documents have been issued: document CD/2024 and 
document CD/2025. They are available online and have been delivered by the secretariat to 
your mailboxes. 


At the 1360th meeting, I shared with you a proposal for a series of informal 
discussions that would complement the schedule of activities that we adopted at the 1354th 
meeting on June 5 and which was issued as document CD/2021. According to this 
document, we would discuss today in an informal meeting — I wish to underline: an 
informal meeting — the status of nuclear disarmament and possible further steps. 


Before moving on to an informal discussion, I have received a request from a 
delegation who wishes to take the floor in the plenary meeting. I would like now to give the 
floor to Ambassador Sano of Japan. 


Mr. Sano (Japan): Mr. President, I have asked to take the floor today because this 
month marks the seventieth year since the atomic bombings in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
Each year, memorial ceremonies are held on 6 and 9 August in these two cities. We not 
only pay tribute but also pray for peace and reaffirm our conviction to strive for a world 
free of nuclear weapons. Japan has firmly committed itself to making every effort to 
achieve this goal and strongly believes that the tragedy caused by the nuclear weapon 
bombings must never be repeated. 


Based on our distinct historical background, we feel that Japan has a special mission 
to convey what actually happened in August 1945 and to raise awareness of the 
catastrophic humanitarian consequences across national borders and generations. 


Seventy years have passed since the bombings, and the average age of the hibakusha 
is now around 80. Given this situation, Japan considers that accurately conveying the 
realities of nuclear weapons to future generations, especially through disarmament and non- 
proliferation education for young people, is an eminent issue. This will contribute to 
maintaining international momentum towards a world free of nuclear weapons. 


In this regard, along with the programme called “Special Communicators for a 
World without Nuclear Weapons”, Japan launched a new programme called “Youth 
Communicators for a World without Nuclear Weapons” in 2013. I am pleased to announce 
that 22 teenagers will visit and observe the Conference as Youth Communicators, including 
high-school students from Hiroshima and Nagasaki, on 18 August. On the same day, we 
plan to organize a film screening and panel discussion on disarmament and non- 
proliferation education in room VIII. 


Furthermore, the United Nations Disarmament Fellowship Programme will begin at 
the end of this month. This year, 25 fellows will soon visit Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Since 
1983, 835 young diplomats and government officials from various countries have travelled 
to both cities under the Fellowship Programme. Japan plans to continue to support this 
valuable programme. We are convinced that it is an eye-opening experience for the fellows 
and we hope that those who. once visited these two cities will strive for nuclear 
disarmament in their respective Governments and organizations. 


In addition, closer to us here, a permanent exhibition on the atomic bombings was 
established in the Palais des Nations in 2011. It is only a short walk from this plenary room 
and I encourage everyone to visit it. 


Lastly, while the entire international community shares our common goal of a world 
free of nuclear weapons, the Conference on Disarmament, the single multilateral 
disarmament negotiating forum, has continued to fail to negotiate a legal instrument for the 
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past 18 years. We, the member States of the Conference, should show maximum flexibility 
and make the utmost effort to promptly fulfil our mandate. 


The President: I thank the representative of Japan for his statement. Are there any 
other requests for the floor at this point? I give the floor to the representative of Pakistan. 


Mr. Jadoon (Pakistan): Mr. President, we thank you for circulating the revised 
document that was distributed by the Conference secretariat yesterday regarding the 
updated planning of the Netherlands presidency. Before you suspend the formal plenary 
meeting, may I seek from you a clarification regarding the meeting which has been 
scheduled for Thursday, 6 August, in that document? What exactly is your proposal? We 
wish to understand what you are proposing that the Conference discuss informally at those 
meetings on 6 August. 


The President: As I have informed the Conference before, we will have informal 
sessions on a number of issues. We have held consultations with different colleagues, 
including with the Ambassador of Pakistan, in which we outlined what our plans were. The 
plans were to have an informal discussion to see how we could bring discussions further 
forward in this body in an informal way. I underlined in my opening statement that this 
would be an informal meeting, so there is nothing formal in that regard. We have identified 
four main issues. Those issues are, first of all, nuclear disarmament, which we will address 
today. The second issue is a fissile material cut-off treaty (FMCT), which we will address 
on Thursday. The third issue is nuclear security assurances, and the fourth issue is the 
prevention of an arms race in outer space. 


We have — in close agreement with several of you and in the discussions we had 
before in this body — indicated that we wanted to have a balanced approach to all four of 
those issues. As you will remember, originally nuclear security assurances were not 
included. The reason why they were not included — I have explained at length, including at 
this meeting — was that the meetings we had on the schedule of activities will take place 
under the New Zealand presidency. Now, there was a clear request to include them as well, 
although we did not yet have a discussion under the schedule of activities, and that is the 
reason why we have changed the schedule and included nuclear security assurances as well. 


We will start all those issues by having the coordinators for the schedule of activities 
open the debate. Today, that will be Ambassador Ramadan of Egypt, who will give us an 
overview of the discussion that was under the schedule of activities. On Thursday, it will be 
Ambassador Biontino, who is the coordinator for an FMCT, and on Friday, I am still in 
discussion with the coordinator for nuclear security assurances, the Ambassador of Sri 
Lanka. On the prevention of an arms race in outer space, we will have an introduction by 
the Ambassador of the United Kingdom, who will be the coordinator for that issue. This is 
the schedule. It has been explained in this meeting before, so I think that is very clear. On 9 
July, at the request of the Group of 21, I had a meeting with the Group — you were there; 
your Ambassador was there — where I also explained at length what the intention was. We 
referred to the document that is before us, and that is what we are going to discuss. 


I give the floor again to the representative of Pakistan. 


Mr. Jadoon (Pakistan): Thank you very much for that overview, Mr. President, and 
we appreciate that negative security assurances have been restored as part of the informal 
discussions. My question was specifically on the meetings planned for 6 August. You will 
recall that my delegation had informed you that we do not — we cannot — agree to a 
discussion in the Conference on Disarmament on the report of the Group of Governmental 
Experts on an FMCT, which is contained in document CD/2023. This is still reflected in 
your planning document. Yesterday, this was conveyed by the delegation of Pakistan to 
your delegation; I believe you are aware of it. Despite that, the revised version still does not 
address our concern. As we told you earlier, and your delegation yesterday again, my 
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delegation is ready to go along with a generic discussion on a treaty banning the production 
of fissile material for nuclear weapons and other nuclear explosive devices, where any 
delegation will be free to raise whatever they please, and we will participate very actively 
in such a discussion. So, being aware of that position, how do you plan to proceed? 


The President: We will have introductions, and we will start with the introduction 
by Ambassador Biontino, as I explained to you. He will enlighten us about his report, 
which includes different things, including the document that was sent by the Secretary- 
General of the United Nations to this body. That is what we will do. 


You have the floor again, Pakistan. 


Mr. Jadoon (Pakistan): Mr. President, as you are well aware, during the first week 
of your Presidency my delegation already informed you that we cannot accept that the 
President dedicate an informal plenary meeting of the Conference on Disarmament to a 
discussion on the report of the Group of Governmental Experts on an FMCT. This was 
conveyed to you in a letter and also from the floor of the Conference, as well as during your 
consultations with the Group of 21, and later during our informal bilateral contacts. We also 
tried to explain the reasons behind our position. To briefly recap, the 25-member Group of 
Governmental Experts did not function under the Conference’s mandate. It was established 
under a divisive resolution of the United Nations General Assembly that Pakistan had voted 
against. Pakistan did not participate in the Group and, after having carefully read its report, 
rejected the report completely. We do not think that it can form the basis for further work 
on the issue of a fissile material treaty in the Conference. Our detailed views on the Group’s 
report were enunciated during the plenary meeting of the Conference held on 23 June 2015. 


Mr. President, we note that you have slightly changed the topic for discussion for 6 
August 2015, but have kept the reference to the Group’s report contained in document 
CD/2023. Regrettably, this change still does not address our concerns and thus cannot be 
agreed to by my delegation. We therefore retain our objection to holding an informal 
Conference plenary on the topic outlined by you. We appreciate your intention to organize 
substantive debates during your term as President on those issues that command consensus 
or are not objected to by any Conference member. We welcome all opportunities to address 
substantive issues on the Conference’s agenda, and I have always participated actively and 
constructively in all such activities. In the same way, we welcome the informal meeting that 
you plan for today to discuss the status of nuclear disarmament and possible further steps. 
Likewise, we support the holding of informal discussions on nuclear disarmament, negative 
security assurances, the prevention of an arms race in outer space, gender and disarmament 
and on “other issues”. However, as President of the Conference you cannot ask the 
Conference to hold formal or informal discussions on an issue that is clearly objected to by 
any delegation. The President of the Conference does not have the authority to hold 
informal plenary meetings that are not agreed to by the Conference membership. Rule 19 of 
the Conference’s rules of procedure clearly stipulates that: “The work of the Conference 
shall be conducted in plenary meetings, as well as under any additional arrangement agreed 
by the Conference,” — I repeat: agreed by the Conference — “such as informal meetings, 
with or without experts”. Informal meetings constitute work of the Conference and, as 
explicitly stated in rule 19, require the agreement of the Conference, which, per rule 18, can 
only be granted by consensus. 


In the light of the objections by Pakistan, there simply is no consensus in the 
Conference to hold informal discussions on the report of the Group of Governmental 
Experts contained in document CD/2023. We therefore ask you to remove the reference to 
document CD/2023 from the topics of discussion for the informal plenary on 6 August. We 
can go along with a generic discussion on a treaty banning the production of fissile material 
for nuclear weapons and other nuclear explosive devices, where all delegations will be free 
to raise whatever they please, including the Group’s report. Rule 30 recognizes the right of 
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any member State of the Conference to do so. But in no way does it grant any right or 
authority to the President either to override the objection of one member State or to 
organize on his own a dedicated informal plenary meeting of the Conference on a specific 
issue. 


To conclude, Mr. President, I wish to re-emphasize that my delegation does not 
agree to the holding of an informal plenary meeting of the Conference on 6 August 2015 on 
the topic outlined by you, which is an informal meeting on an FMCT, including document 
CD/2023. 


The President: I take note of the position of Pakistan. I think we should now go on 
to the meeting scheduled for today, that is, the informal meeting on nuclear disarmament, 
and we will see later as to your point. I would appreciate another letter from Pakistan 
explaining this position. I think it is quite good that we should make a note of all the times 
you have raised this issue and that we see where the problem lies. 


I will now close the formal session unless anyone wishes to take the floor or make a 
comment on any issue. That does not appear to be the case, so this meeting is adjourned. 


We will have the next formal plenary meeting on Tuesday, 11 August, at 10 a.m., in 
this same room. 


The meeting rose at 10.25 a.m. 
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